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strength of character, while the influences by which his
grandmother's, subordination to priestly domination caused
him to be surrounded from a very early age were such as
tended to increase this defect. His portrait by Susteimans,
in the Pitti Gallery, at the age of fourteen shows him seal-
ing armour, but he did not display any mihtaiy talents. In
1623, when he was thirteen, his young aunt Claudia returned
to Florence as a widow of nineteen with her infant daui^httM,
Vittoria della Rovere, and Ferdinand was forthwith betrothed
to this child in order to unite the Duchy of Urbino (winch
would be her inheritance when her grandfather, the Duke
of Urbino, died) with Tuscany. The document drawn up (in
the occasion of this betrothal specially laid down that Vit-
toria *s dowry was to be the Duchy of Urbino, which was ID
be incorporated with Tuscany.

But a few months later Pope Gregory XV, who had suc-
ceeded Paul V in 1621, died, and was succeeded by Urban
VIII (1623-1644), whose main endeavour was to emich
in every way his family, the Barberini. Urban VIII soon after
becoming Pope put forward a claim on behalf of th? Church
to the State of Urbino whenever its aged Duke, Francesco
Maria della Rovere II, who was then eighty and in failing
health, should die, claiming that it would then be a "vacant
fief," and as such would belong to the States of the Church.
This claim was the more outrageous in that the Duchy of
Urbino not only belonged to the child Vittoria della Roveie
as her grandfather's sole heir, but also, supposing she was to
be set aside on account of being a girl, it then devolved upon
the boy Ferdinand himself. When Christine of Lorraine was
betrothed to Ferdinand I, Catherine de' Medici gave her as
her dowry 600,000 crowns, a transfer to her of all Catherine's
rights in the Medici property in Florence, and also of the
latter's claim on the Duchy of Urbino, which had never been
annulled even when Adrian VI restored the dukedom to Fran-
cesco Maria della Rovere I.5 Thus Ferdinand II claimed